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AL Lovis Counly Board ol Police Cormmisaioners
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Clayton. Missonrd 63105

RE: Tilegal Gambliog Deviees in 50 Touwis Connty

Dear Chairwoman Hassler:

Mlepal pambling iz taking owver S5t Louis County, vietimizing cur cilizens and visilors with
promises of jackpots and Grancial gain withoul any tversight by anr arm of the Stace of Missourd
vr St Lowis County, This illegal gambling is not taking place in dark allows lale st nighl, but in
plain zight at our lecal convenienes stores, baes, tvernes, restaurants, gas stations and bevond,
These: gambling houses are not licensed by the Missowd Gaming Commizsion, they have no
saleguards tor children plaving on them or peopie with @ gambling addictdon. and they give
nothing back to the County of St Louis v the State of Missoar i the way of faxes,

Undder Lhae gnise of montkers such = “grey machines”, “skill games”, o "amuscimenl
dewdces”, the establishments where 8t Lounis County residents shap, faee fandly mesls, or visit
will [ricnids have beeorme snaerean by illegal slat machines, | have reviewed the applicable law and
it iz my opinion that these devices constitule illegal suming deviees. | write to implore the Board
ol Poliee Commissioness toalirect the 5t Lonis Connty Police Departinent and s ollieess Lo
investizgate claims of illegal slot machines, gainbling howses, and any activite that suppoerts illegal
garnbling in S5 Lanis County, In support of same, [ divect your atleotion Lo Lhe perlinent scelions
of the Missouri Constitution. Missout slatubes, and S Lowis Coonty {rdinanee that clearly
demuenstrate the Commission's authorite and duty o remesve any amd all illegal sled machines
from 31 Loeuis Cownly,
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I'he Misgouri Constitution only permits ganbling on licensed viverboats on the Miszourd
and Mississippi rivers.! The Missourl Constitulion Durther prolibils the General Asseoohly rom
authorizing gambling outside of casinos, racetracks, and the state Lottery.s  The General
Asaciubly, as s cxpressly oregaiced by the Missourt ConsBilubion?, has reinforesad  this
vonstimtional principle, legislating that illegal gambling in Missouri is punishable as a Class A or
C misdemaennor:® promating illegal gambling can leasd tooa Class B Felony:h possession of g
pambling device is punishable as & Class A misdemeanor® anv building regulavks vsed for any
unlawdul gaming activity is decmed by Missourt Jaw Lo be o puble noisanee;? and “[a]oy gambling
device or gambling record, or any money naed as bets or stakes in unlawtul zambling activity,
possested or used in violalion ol Lhis chapter meay e seieed baeany peasee officer andd is forfeited
tor thee state,” §rrzaeo, RSMo.

AL Louis Counly has also enaeled muodtiple ordinances to e corlain that it does not become
A sanctuary city for iflegal gambling, Under the St Lonis County Ordinances, "{a] person shall not
willfully permit any gambling. deviee, inchuling arey video lotters gamae erminal, to be set up or
used for the purposes of gambling in any house, building, shed, booth, shelter, lot or other
premises bolonging Lo him or oceapicd by bime or of which he has st the fime possession or
eontrol,"® Additionally, a “person shall not set up and leeep a common gaming house ™

This 18&nc is particulacly imypwrtant (o the woll-being of our residents and visitors to 5t
Lowig Connty, Bvery dollar that is wasted pambling on illegal alol machines instead of al Beensed
and regulated casines in our Counly hacms not only our residents, who have no way of knewing
if thz devics 15 capable of winning, but it impairs our partnership with our licensed and regulated
casing, who have oveslod hondeeds of millions of dollars inooor community and andergo
rigurons repnlatory oversight to ensure its patrons and 5t Lonis County are prolected fiom (e
illz that belall illegal gamlsling.

Crvzr the past five vears, Hollywood St Louis and River City Caging hove conlriboleed
so05.s Million in local tax reveome lo our Cominty, cnabling grovwth and economic development to
the benefit of all our residents. The properties have employed tens of thousaids of citizens during
the last three decsdes and have contribubed millions to local charitable and non-profit
organizations, The illegal slot machine operators and their manulacturers siphoon Lhese beneliks
oul of our comomunity every day, and we muost not sit idly on the sidelines while they attempt to
destror 30 vears of a successful partnership between the County and our harme dock casinms.

T ok Rerweard tooseeing the Commission address this problem by directing the County
Police Department to aggressively enforee the applicable statutes and ordinanees,
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